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Should College Athletes Have to Graduate? 

 If a college awards a star athlete a scholarship, should they be responsible for that athlete until 

he or she graduates?  This is a complicated situation. A college gives the athlete the scholarship, and it is 

very difficult to tell how the athlete will continue to work and study as he or she moves up in age and 

through his or her college years.  Some athletes on scholarship may remain very dedicated to academic 

work for their whole college time while others may not. In addition, athletes have very rigorous 

schedules, and a college course of study may also be very demanding.  However, the future of a young 

athlete may depend upon their success in school. 

 In an article entitled “From the NFL to College” a famous and very successful football player 

named Troy Aikman is introduced who never graduated from college. Drew attended UCLA, and he was 

very successful there. He was so successful there that the Dallas Cowboys recruited him to enter the NFL 

draft a year early. H was also very successful in the professional league as well, and he won three 

Superbowl championships while he was a Dallas Cowboy. He finished his professional career, and he is 

now a successful broadcaster for the Fox network. However, Drew never graduated from college. He 

was only a few courses short of getting his degree, but because he left early to go pro, he did not finish. 

 A contrasting article was about Drew Brees. “Drew’s Gifts,” told how Drew was on the 2010 

Sports Illustrated cover as the “Sportsman of the Year.”  He joined the New Orleans Saints just after a 

hurricane had destroyed the city of New Orleans. However, he created a foundation which helped 

people in need, and through his foundation he has given help to many people in the city. The people of 

New Orleans love Drew; they love him because he is a sports hero for their hometown, but they also 

love him for the charitable work that he has done. Drew was very different from Troy Aikman. Drew not 

only graduated from his university, but he also won awards as an “Academic All American.” Drew is 

more proud of the work he has done through his foundation than he is of the accolades he has won as 

an athlete. 

 Finally, a third article told about a famous author, James Michener. People may have read many 

of Michener’s books, and have never known that he was also an athlete. However, he attended college 

on a sports scholarship, though he never played professional ball. Later he became a famous author of 

historical fiction books. He is known for the in-depth research he does in preparation for his writing. 

 All of these articles together have me reflecting upon how important it is that schools and 

colleges have sports programs to provide outlets of interest for their students. These are as important as 

any club. Because these programs are competitive, the schools sometimes also provide scholarships for 

star athletes.  They also owe their athletes and former athletes an obligation: to provide for them to 

complete their degree. They also should actively recruit their former athletes to come back and 

complete their degree no matter how successful they have been in their sports career in or beyond their 

college time. Student athletes must be students first, and they must be both student and athletes. 
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